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WELCOME 
Newstead Wood School is a hard working, fun and caring school, with a 
passion for learning and an outstanding record of achievement. We are 
consistently recognised as one of the best state schools in the country.  
 
Choosing a secondary school for your daughter is one of the most important  
decisions you will make. It is imperative that the school you choose, and it’s 
environment, meet and exceed your family’s expectations. In addition you 
must ensure that you feel secure in the knowledge that your daughter will be 
happy and confident as she matures into a valued, active young adult over the 
next seven years.  
 
We are exceptionally proud of our students here at Newstead Wood School. 
They are bright and happy young people who enjoy being at school, each 
bringing their own unique talents. Newstead students have freedom and 
security to be themselves, and many opportunities to follow their interests and 
aspirations. We know them as individuals and support them to grow as 
thinking young people and active citizens, ready to take positions of 
responsibility and leadership on leaving school.  
 
Newstead is nationally and internationally renowned for offering the best ways 
to provide for the needs of very able students both through the formal 
curriculum and beyond – through extra-curricular and enrichment activities in 
particular. We have high expectations and encourage students to be self-
motivated so that learning arises naturally through enquiry and research, 
across different subjects. We know that lively minds come to us well stocked 
and able to think divergently.  Our staff understand very able and gifted 
students and encourage the appreciation and acceptance of different abilities. 
 
This prospectus aims to give you an insight into the character of Newstead 
Wood School. However, to appreciate fully all we have on offer, you must 
come to the school and see it for yourself.  
 
On behalf of all the staff and students here, we look forward to seeing you 
soon.  
 

Mr Alan Blount 
Headteacher 
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Although we started at Newstead at different times, we all share similar 
experiences of being new here. Whether you’re a (slightly nervous) Year 7, or a 
new Sixth Former, walking Newstead’s corridors for the first time, you quickly 
learn that this school is a friendly and welcoming place to be.   

 

Whilst grades and exam results are important and readily celebrated, 
Newstead’s primary focus has always been the student as an individual; helping 
to nurture respective aspirations to produce well rounded and confident 
students, who can achieve their full potential. Newstead’s teachers strive to 
cater for both the outstanding and those who require some extra support, 
ensuring that all students can reach their full potential, this is something we 
have found to apply from the first day of Year 7 up until the present day. 
Between us we take a vast range of A’ level subjects, from Classics to Chemistry, 
but whilst our subjects may be varied, the support we have received within 
them has certainly not been. 
  
A defining feature of Newstead students is their independence, and their ability 
to organise and manage themselves effectively. With the prospect of university 
looming, we are therefore given the best preparation for life beyond 
Newstead’s protective walls. Newstead students transform into young adults, 
ready for professional development, but with confidence in themselves and 
their abilities, and the school enhances both our social and academic abilities. 
Our pastoral care system sets us apart from the crowd, demonstrating the 
school’s dedication to support the student as a whole. There is always someone 
to turn to for help and guidance when we need it most because here, student 
mental health is a top priority! 
  
As the Head Student Team, we aim to work closely with the staff and students 
to develop Newstead as an institution and as a community; to create the best 
learning environment for all students, whilst maintaining a line of 
communication throughout the school body. Newstead has shaped us into the 
confident and enthusiastic students we are today, and we are thoroughly 
looking forward to giving back to our school. Whilst our time at Newstead is 
seemingly slipping from us, we intend to make the most of the forthcoming 
academic year through the different responsibilities of our roles. 

Head Student Team  

WELCOME 
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About Us 
Newstead Wood School is an 11-18 highly selective girls’ state secondary 
school, with a co-educational Sixth Form on the outskirts of the London 
Borough of Bromley. Our catchment radius covers a wide, rich range of  
socio-economic and ethnic areas.  
 
Our Engineering School legacy means we enrich the curriculum with a focus on 
the application of Science, Mathematics and Technology.  An emphasis on 
thinking skills, problem solving and creativity characterises Newstead’s whole 
curriculum.  Our vision is for our students to engage in new ways of learning, to 
become independent learners.  
 
Newstead is recognised by the Schools, Students and Teachers Network for its 
outstanding progress and attainment. In partnership with NFER we undertook 
research into the criteria used by schools to identify gifted and/or talented 
students. Newstead was commended as demonstrating best practice in this 
area.  
 
Our facilities include: 
 Numerous Computer Suites 
 Well stocked Library 
 Student support area 
 Specialist Technology Block 
 Tennis Courts and use of Bromley Tennis Centre 
 Multigym, Gym, Sports Hall and extensive playing fields 
 Wellbeing garden 
 Dedicated Sixth Form Block 
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At Newstead Wood School we have a passion for 
learning. We believe that if we provide the right 
conditions for learning, achievement will follow.  In 
2018, 67% of our students achieved A*-B grades at A’ 
Level with 36% of them achieving all A*/A.  At GCSE, 
31% achieved grade 9, and 86% gained 7,8,9 or A/A* 
grades.  As usual, there was a 100% pass rate in 
English and Mathematics and 99% of all our grades 
were A*-C.  
 
Students’ progress is monitored regularly and parents 
are informed of any areas for concern. Our 
‘Engagement with Learning’ criteria complement 
assessment data to give a full picture of a students 
progress at any given point. A full annual report uses 
subject specific criteria to report on students’ 
progress.  These relate to progress at Key Stage 3, 
GCSE or A’ Level.  Each student is measured against 
their own potential.   
 
During their time at Newstead Wood School, we want 
our students to develop not only their academic 
knowledge and practical skills, but also their 
independent learning, self management and resilience 
so that they are prepared for Higher Education or the workplace when they 
leave us at the end of Year 13.  
 
Our curriculum is broad and balanced and in Years 10 and 11 we offer an 
elective option process to provide balance to the academic study.   

Learning  
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“Students in all years make rapid progress across a very wide range 

of GCSE, AS and A Level subjects...The school sets very demanding 

targets for students’ achievement and monitors their progress to-

wards these regularly.”   Ofsted 



Enrichment 
Our curriculum is enriched in many ways—through fieldwork, exchanges, 
conferences, lecture programmes, master classes and, sometimes, 
acceleration.  
 
There is an extensive range of extra-curricular activities on both a school and 
House basis. Many are initiated and run by students themselves.  
 
Clubs on offer include Mathemagicians, Science Club, Bee Keeping, Circus 
Skills, Duke of Edinburgh, Young Enterprise, Model United Nations and 
Community Sports Leader Awards. If there is a club or society not on offer, and 
there is demand, we will strive to offer it.  
 
We pride ourselves on developing strong debating and public speaking skills in 
our students and they have demonstrated these skills at the highest level 
nationally.  Our annual Performing Arts Festival is a highlight of the year and 
one which always draws a sell out crowd.  
 
There are many opportunities to develop talents in sport and music.   
 
Enrichment Week provides an additional forum for cross-curricular studies and 
the exploration of subjects in depth. Finally, our extensive links with the local 
community ensure students become involved and develop an appreciation of 
the wider world.  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP  

Sixth Form students at Newstead Wood School can select from a wide range of 
influential leadership opportunities.  Our Head Student Team are supported by 
the House Captains, Sports Captains and Year and Form Reps. We have a  
Student Parliament and these students have an integral role in representing 
the school, working with school Governors and staff, and implementing, and 
evaluating the progress of the School Development Plan.  
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Support  
We are proud to have achieved our Lifetime Achievement Award from Investor 
in Careers. This is in recognition for the excellent career learning and support 
provided by Newstead Wood School. With a dedicated Director of Careers, we 
provide extensive support for students in this field. We provide specialist 
advice for students applying to Oxbridge or Medicine in addition to our UCAS 
support.  

We understand that there are times when students need additional support in 
their lives and we have a purpose built student support area to provide space 
and time for students who need it. Our Pastoral team are always there to 
support learners and our caring community look out for each other at all times.  

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS  

Newstead Wood School is committed to recognising need and responding 
appropriately. Provisions concerning Admissions are outlined in our policy and 
procedure.  Once admitted, students who need particular support are 
identified early and SEN Support engaged. There is a well-structured 
consultation process involving parents, staff, students and a range of outside 
agencies.  All areas of our ground floor are accessible. A lift provides access to 
much of the first floor of the building.  Accessible washrooms are provided.   
 
Our SEN Policy and Accessibility Plan are available on request. 
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Our Sixth Form Centre is a dynamic place for learning. We are a vibrant and 
active community welcoming students from other schools to join our 
Sixth Form. Our purpose built Sixth Form Study Centre opened in 2011 and 
houses 11 classrooms and a Computer Suite for Sixth Form students’ use. Our 
dedicated common room and coffee bar balance the academic pressures of 
Sixth Form life. Our Information Evening for Sixth Form 2018 takes place on 
Monday 6 November 2018. We very much look forward to meeting you then.  
 
At present, most Sixth Form students take 3 full A’ Level subjects.   
Whilst we try hard to meet individual requirements, unusual combinations may 
prove impossible to timetable. Availability of courses will depend on there 
being sufficient demand and available staff.  
 
Further details about specific course requirements and Sixth Form entry will be 
available with the publication of the Sixth Form Prospectus in November.  
 
Throughout the Sixth Form, the Tutorial Programme provides a supportive 
framework for the whole curriculum, which includes not only academic study, 
but also opportunities for Physical Education, and time for Private Study, as well 
as a wealth of extra-curricular activities.  Sixth Formers organise and run many 
extra-curricular activities for themselves and the Lower School, such as teams 
and clubs, societies and committees and the School Parliament.   

Sixth Form 
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Subjects 

generally 
available  
 

 Art & Design 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Classical Civilisation 

 Computing  

 Critical Thinking 

 Design & Technology  

 Drama 

 Economics 

 English Literature 

 French 

 Geography 

 German 

 Government & 

Politics 

 History 

 Latin 

 Mathematics 

 Further Mathematics  

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Physics 

 Psychology 

 Religious Studies 

 Spanish 



Admissions 
Full details of our Admissions policy and procedures can be found on our 
website.  
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Information 
THE SCHOOL DAY 
 
Students should aim to arrive between 8.25 and 8.35 although we do realise 
that some may have to arrive earlier as a result of difficult journeys. Our school 
day is organised as follows: 
 
8.35 Registration 
8.45-9.45 Period 1 
9.45-10.45 Period 2 
10.45-11.05 BREAK 
11.05-12.05 Period 3 
12.05-1.05 Period 4 
1.05-2.10 LUNCH 
2.10-2.35 Registration and Assembly 
2.35-3.35 Period 5 
 
EXAMINATION ENTRY POLICY  
 
Students are entered for all public examinations for which they have followed 
the course and completed the coursework.  At present, all Year 11 students are 
prepared for 9 or 10 subjects at GCSE, unless parents have withdrawn their 
daughters from Religious Education. This policy may be affected by any chang-
es in the National Curriculum at Key Stage 4.  
 
Newstead Wood School has an internal appeals procedure for appeals against 
internal assessment decisions.  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 
School Assemblies reflect a broad range of faiths and cultures. All students 
study Religious Studies in Years 7-11. Alternative provision can be made or      
students may be withdrawn from assemblies by the Headteacher, upon written 
parental request.  
 
CHARGING POLICY  
 
Our policy on charging is available on our website. In general terms, where an 
activity is essential to the curriculum and takes place in school time, no charge 
is made.  Where an activity is not essential to the curriculum and takes place in 
school time, parents of those involved are invited to make a voluntary          
contribution to cover costs. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM  
 
Every student is required to wear school uniform until the end of Year 11.  We 
have two main School Outfitters: 
 
Hewitts of Croydon   Graduates Schoolwear 
45-51 Church Street   201 High Street 
Croydon      Orpington 
CR9 1QQ     BR6 0PF 
Tel: 0208 688 1830    Tel:  01689 821439 
 
The uniform is on display at New Parents’ Evening and opportunities are       
provided to purchase it in school. Our Parents’ Association run our second-
hand uniform shop during the year.  A detailed list of required outdoor and  
indoor wear, along with equipment and jewellery regulations are on our     
website.  It is also published annually in our Parents’ Handbooks and should be 
checked before any purchases are made.  

Information 
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GCSE RESULTS 2017 

 

SUBJECT Entries 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

English Language 137 55 37 31 10 1 1 1 - - 

English Literature 136 66 35 19 13 3 - - - - 

Maths 137 51 41 30 12 3 - - - - 

Maths Further 82 46 25 7 4 - - - - - 

OVERALL TOTAL 492 218 138 87 39 7 1 1 - - 

                      

        A* A B C D E F G U 

Science                     

Biology 110 53 37 16 4 - - - - - 

Chemistry 110 67 29 11 1 1 1 - - - 

Physics 110 51 40 15 4 1 - - - - 

Dual Award Core 
Science 

27 8 15 3 1 - - - - - 

Dual Award Addi-
tional Science 

27 10 13 3 1 - - - - - 

Other subjects                   

Art 31 2 12 13 3 1 - - - - 

Computer Science 41 11 12 15 2 - 1       

DT - Graphic Design 13 6 4 3 - - - - - - 

DT - Product Design 8 8 - - - - - - - - 

DT – Textiles 16 9 6 1 - - - - - - 

Drama 27 5 14 5 3 - - - - - 

French 57 37 15 4 1 - - - - - 

Geography 64 32 19 11 2 - - - - - 

German 23 8 8 6 1 - - - - - 

History 13 6 4 3 - - - - - - 

Other languages 5 4 2 - - - - - - - 

Music 13 3 8 2 - - - - - - 

Physical Ed 9 6 3 - - - - - - - 

Religious Studies 135 70 50 13 1 - - 1 - - 

Spanish 54 40 11 3 - - - - - - 

OVERALL TOTAL 893 436 302 127 24 3 2 1 - - 



Newstead Wood School · Avebury Road · Orpington · Kent · BR6 9SA Telephone 01689 853626  
 

Headteacher:  Mr Alan Blount 
 

Email – office@newsteadwood.co.uk  
Website – www.newsteadwood.co.uk 
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